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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

1. The following is a quotation of the first paragraph of 35 U.S. C. 112: 

The specification shall contain a written description of the invention, and of the manner and process of 
making and using it, in such full, clear, concise, and exact terms as to enable any person skilled in the 
art to which it pertains, or with which it is most nearly connected, to make and use the same and shall 
set forth the best mode contemplated by the inventor of carrying out his invention. 

2. Claims 8-11 and 13 are rejected under 35 U.S. C. 1 12, first paragraph, as failing 
to comply with the written description requirement. The claim(s) contains subject matter 
which was not described in the specification in such a way as to reasonably convey to 
one skilled in the relevant art that the inventor(s), at the time the application was filed, 
had possession of the claimed invention. Claim 8 discloses "two pairs of opposite side 
gates and two pairs of opposite end gates" which was not previously disclosed. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

(e) the invention was described in (1 ) an application for patent, published under section 1 22(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351 (a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

4. Claims 1-4, 6, 14, 15, 19 and 22 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 



anticipated by Schurch (U.S. Patent No. 3,981,410). 
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5. Regarding Claim 1 , Schurch discloses a collapsible storage container 1 0 (Figure 
1 ) comprising: a base 1 1 (Figure 1 ); two pairs of opposite side 1 3 (Figure 1 ) and end 
gates 14 (Figure 1 ) each pivotally mounted with respect to the base for folding 
movement between an erect in-use position and a collapsed position on top of the base, 
each said gate having a rectangular infill panel (Figure 1 below) having an inner face 
and an outer face (Figure 1), and an outer perimeter frame (Figure 1 below) secured to 
the outer face of the infill panel, first elongate perimeter frame attachment members 12 
(Figure 1 ) attached to and extending along opposite vertical margins of each of the side 
gates and each having a laterally inwards directed locking flange (Figure 1) lying in a 
plane parallel to the plane of the inner face of said infill panel of said each side gate and 
spaced inwardly therefrom, second elongate perimeter frame attachment members 
(Figure 1 below) attached to and extending along opposite vertical margins of each of 
the end gates and defining therewith an outwardly opening locking flange receiving slot 
(Figure 1 below), said first and second frame attachment members, when the container 
is in its erect in-use condition, interlocking with one another with said locking flanges 51 
(Figure 4) located in respective said flange receiving slots 50 (Figure 4), and locking 
means to releasably lock the first and second frame attachment members against 
relative movement when in their interlocking condition and to in turn lock pairs of 
adjacent side and end gates together in their erect in-use positions (Figure 4). 
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damping ™mber outerframe 

6. Regarding Claim 2, Schurch discloses a first perimeter frame attachment 
member 12 (Figure 1) which is an approximate C-section post 42 (Figure 12) which 
terminates at one of its ends in said laterally inwards directed locking flange, the free 
edge of said locking flange (Figure 1 above) being spaced laterally outwards from the 
vertical margin of the outer frame, and at its other end in an inturned inwardly directed 
attachment flange arranged to be attached to a respective said vertical margin (Figure 
1)- 

7. Regarding Claims 3 and 14, Schurch discloses each said second perimeter 
frame attachment member (Figure 1 above) is of angle cross-section having one flange 
(Figure 1 above) contiguous with the inner face of its associated said infill panel, and its 
other flange (Figure 1 above) projecting outwardly and lying parallel with a respective 
said vertical margin of the gate and spaced therefrom so as to form a respective said 
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flange receiving slot which extends approximately the length of the vertical edge of the 
gate (Figure 1). 

8. Regarding Claims 4 and 15, Schurch discloses detachable securing means 35 
(Figure 3) for detachably securing each said first frame attachment member along a 
respective vertical margin of its associated said gate. 

9. Regarding Claims 6 and 19, Schurch discloses each said side gate is provided 
with an angle section frame member (Figure 1 above) extending along each of its 
vertical margins, each angle section frame member having one of its flanges (Figure 1 
above) abutting the inner face of the infill panel, and its other flange (Figure 1 above) 
extending rearwardly and lying parallel to a vertical margin of the outer perimeter frame, 
said other flange being spaced from said vertical margin so as to define an elongate slot 
(Figure 1 above) for receiving a respective said attachment flange of a said C-section 
post 42 (Figure 12). 

10. Regarding Claim 22, Schurch discloses a collapsible storage container 10 
(Figure 1 ), comprising: a base 1 1 (Figure 1 ); two opposite side gates 1 3 (Figure 1 ) and 
two opposite end gates 14 (Figure 1 ), each gate being pivotally connected to the base 
and pivotal between a collapsed position (Figure 10) and an erect position (Figure 1) in 
which adjacent gates interlock, each gate comprising: two opposite vertical frame 
members 12 (Figure 1), each vertical frame member having a vertical end face (Figure 
1 above) perpendicular to the gate; a vertical clamping member (Figure 1 above) 
removably fastened to each vertical frame member, each vertical clamping member 
having a clamping flange (Figure 2 above) and an outwardly facing flange (Figure 1 
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above) perpendicular to the clamping flange, the outwardly facing flange forming an 
outwardly facing flange-receiving slot (Figure 1 above) extending the entire length of the 
vertical end face of the vertical frame member; an infill panel (Figure 1 above) 
removably clamped to the two opposite vertical frame members by the vertical clamping 
members, the clamping flanges of each clamping member abutting against an inner 
surface of the infill panel; and four C-section posts 42 (Figure 12), one C-section post 
being removably attached to each vertical frame member of the two opposite side 
gates, each C-section post having two perpendicular inwardly facing flanges (Figure 12 
below) located within the outwardly facing flange-receiving slots (Figure 12 below) of the 
vertical end faces of adjacent side gates and end gates (Figure 12). 

Figyre 12 (Scfturch) 



1 1 . Claims 8, 9, 1 1 and 13 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated 
by Brown (U.S. Patent No. 6,691 ,885). 

12. Regarding Claim 8, Brown discloses a collapsible storage container 1 0 (Figure 1 ) 
comprising a base 12 (Figure 1); two pairs of opposite side gates (Figure 1 below) and 
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two pairs of opposite end gates (Figure 1 below), each said gate pivotally mounted with 
respect to the base for folding movement between an erect in-use position (Figure 1) 
and a collapsed position (Figure 4) on top of the base, each said gate having an infill 
panel 122 (Figure 5) having an inner face and an outer face (Figure 5), and an outer 
perimeter frame secured to the outer face of the infill panel so as to define at least 
vertical margins (Figure 1 below) thereof; said adjacent vertical margins of adjacent said 
gates when in their erect in-use positions, being interconnected by a corner post 
member (Figure 1 below) detachably secured to and abutting each said vertical margin, 
each said corner post member having a pair of inwardly directed locking flanges (Figure 
7) which respectively locate in outwardly opening flange receiving slots (Figure 4) on the 
vertical margins of adjacent gates when the gates are in their erect in-use positions, the 
corner post members extending along the vertical margins of the gates there being 
locking means 68 (Figure 18) for releasably locking each within its associated said 
flange receiving slot. 
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Figure 1 (Brown) 




pane! 

1 3. Regarding Claim 9, Brown discloses each of the gates has a two-flanged 
elongate angle frame member extending along each of its vertical margins with a first 
flange (Figure 1 above) abutting the inner face of the infill panel and a second outwardly 
directed flange 68 (Figure 18) extending parallel to the vertical margin of the gate and 
spaced outwards therefrom so as to define said outwardly opening flange receiving slot 
48 (Figure 1 1 ) extending along the entire length of the vertical edge of the gate. 

14. Regarding Claim 1 1 , Brown discloses an infill panel 122 (Figure 5) which is 
clamped between said angle frame members and the outer perimeter frame by 
removable fasteners 108 (Figure 13). 
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15. Regarding Claim 13, Brown discloses an infill panel 122 (Figure 5) is clampingly 
secured between said angle frame members and the outer perimeter frame by means of 
screws or other suitable removable fasteners 108 (Figure 13). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

16. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

1 7. Claims 5, 7, 1 6-18, 20 and 21 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) as being 
unpatentable over Schurch (U.S. Patent No. 3,981,410) in view of Ryziuk et al. (U.S. 
Patent No. 6,299,009). 

18. Regarding Claim 5, 7, 16, 18, 20 and 21, Schurch discloses detachable securing 
means 35 (Figure 3) movable between an extending locking position wherein each 
locking bolt passes through an aperture (Figure 1 above) formed in said attachment 
flange of the C-section post 42 (Figure 12) and a retracted unlocked position, in which 
position the C-section post can be detached from its associated said gate (Column 4, 
Lines 11-13). Schurch does not disclose the detachable securing means to be spring- 
loaded locking bolts. However, Ryziuk et al. teaches spring-loaded locking bolts 10 
(Figure 2a; Column 13, Lines 7-29). Therefore, it would have been obvious for one of 
ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to modify Schurch to include 
spring-loaded locking bolts, as taught by Ryziuk et al., in order to keep the bolts from 
accidentally sliding to an unlocked position. 
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19. Regarding Claim 17, Schurch discloses each side gate which is provided with an 
angle section frame member (Figure 1 above) extending along each of its vertical 
margins, each angle section frame member having one of its flanges (Figure 1 above) 
abutting the inner face of the infill panel, and its other flange (Figure 1 above) extending 
rearwardly and lying parallel to a vertical margin of the outer perimeter frame, said other 
flange being spaced from said vertical margin so as to define an elongate slot (Figure 1 
above) for receiving a respective said attachment flange of a said C-section post 42 
(Figure 12). 

20. Claim 10 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Brown 
(U.S. Patent No. 6,691,885) in view of Schurch (U.S. Patent No. 3,981,410). 

21 . Regarding Claim 10, Brown teaches all the limitations substantially as claimed 
except for slidable latch bolts. However, Schurch teaches slidable latch bolts 35 (Figure 
3). Therefore, it would have been obvious for one of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to modify Brown to include slidable latch bolts, as taught by 
Schurch, in order to easily lock and unlock the walls into place. 

Response to Arguments 

22. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-1 1 and 13-22 have been 
considered but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to ELIZABETH VOLZ whose telephone number is (571) 
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270-5430. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Thursday, 8am-5pm 
EST. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Anthony Stashick can be reached on (571 ) 272-4561 . The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

IE. V./ /Anthony D Stashick/ 

Examiner, Art Unit 3781 Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art 

Unit 3781 



